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WED AUG 3RD | WE RETURN: OPENING CELEBRATION
St’ít’eweḵw’| Stanley Park, Second Beach | 6 PM
8701 Stanley Park Dr, Vancouver, BC V6G 3E2
With ASL Interpretation by Season Hunt and Vanessa Coley-Donohue

Year after year, like the returning dandelions and cherry blossoms, we come back to the work 
we weave together. Join us in celebrating our 8th year of Vines Art Festival, witness these 
living stories and resounding songs turned flesh.

Senaqwila
Senaqwila Wyss is from the Squamish Nation, Tsimshian, Sto:lo Hawaiian and Swiss. She is 
completing her Bachelors in Communications and First Nations studies at SFU. She is an 
ethnobotanist and warrior entrepreneur. She co-owns Raven and Hummingbird Tea Co. With mother 
T’uy’t’tanat Cease Wyss using Indigenous plant teachings to share with people of all ages. She is 
also sharing her knowledge to the next generation with daughter Kamaya. Senaqwila facilitates 
indigenous plant knowledge workshops and has experience in professional communications and 
coordination and event planning.

Mabel Nahanee and Skweltapis
Coming Soon

Manuel Axel Strain
Manuel Axel Strain is a non-binary 2-Spirit artist with Musqueam/Simpcw/Inkumupulux ancestry, 
based in stolen, sacred and ancestral homelands and waters of the Katzie/Kwantlen peoples. 
Although they have attended Emily Carr University of Art + Design they prioritize Indigenous 
epistemologies through the embodied knowledge of their mother, father, siblings, cousins, aunties, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, grandparents, and ancestors. Creating artwork in dialogue, collaboration, 
and reference with their kin/relatives, their lived experience becomes a source of agency that 
resonates through their work with performance, space, painting, sculpture, photography, video, sound 
and installation. Their artworks display a strong autobiographical brace, tackling such subjects as 
ancestral and community ties, Indigeneity, labour, resource extraction, gender, Indigenous medicine, 
and land. Their work has been seen in the Capture Photography Festival, the Richmond Art Gallery, 
Surrey Art Gallery, and other places across Turtle Island. Recent works confront and undermine 
realities and imaginaries of colonialism to offer a space that exists beyond that matrix of power.
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Tzo’kam
Tzo’kam means “chickadee” and “visitors are coming” in the Stl’atl’imx language. Flora Wallace and 
her family have sung together at family occasions and community events for more than 50 
years. After elder Flora Wallace participated in the Aboriginal Women’s Voices gathering (1997) at 
Banff, Alberta, the family decided to expand their efforts to share the culture. It did not take long for 
Tzo’kam to hit the stage and start recording. The first major concert by Tzo’kam was at the Vancouver 
Folk Music Festival in the summer of 1997 opening a stage that featured Buffy Saint Marie and Keith 
Secola. Tzo’kam recorded for the Smithsonian Institution, for Silverwave Records and released three 
CD’s on their own. Since 1997 Tzo’kam has performed at many festivals and concerts including 
Folklife in Washington D.C., Full Circle Concert in Calgary, Alberta, Harrison Arts Festival in Harrison 
Hot Springs, B.C., Harmony Arts Festival in West Vancouver, B.C., and many conferences and 
gatherings. Tzo’kam, under the direction of Russell Wallace, continues to work within the Aboriginal 
communities and educational communities to teach, share and maintain a tradition that has been kept 
alive by dedicated elders.

Kin Balam, Kinfolk Nation, Hampton
Coming Soon

Randall Bear Barnetson | Skwell Sdzi – Sunshine for the heart
This piece was created in appreciation of the life givers near. For they have the ability to create and 
give life to those around them; to be “Skwell Szdi” – Sunshine to one’s heart. The teachings of my 
Elders have always emphasized respecting and uplifting women in our communities and especially in 
leadership. Women have inherent strength, resilience, and wisdom. For these reasons and more our 
Indigenous communities on the Northwest Coast are matrilineal and appointed traditional leadership 
to women. So we raise our hands in honour to those who exemplify these traits and bring life and light 
to our families and communities.

Seema Mehra | Inclusive : Language Banners 
Seema’s interactive installations involves the participants in the creation of the artwork, offering the 
possibility of free expression and social connection within the public domain. She  invites people to 
use dyes to write on fabric in  figurative speech that is specific to their mother tongue.
This act of writing and sharing is a tangible performative human experience that has touch, 
movement, voice, and facial expressions empowering the writer and reader who translates for a 
particular collective. In this sharing of the  spoken and written language, one shares its unique 
graphics, aural perception and oral histories tethered to its culture. This community endeavour began 
in 2008 a as part of the Local Car free festival events, its an ongoing project that will be part of the 
Vine Art festival platform in August of 2022. 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THUR AUG 4TH | FORGED BY US
Ḵ’emḵ’emelá̓y ̓| Oppenheimer Park | 6 PM
400 Powell Street, Vancouver, BC V6A 1G6

Led by the artists of the Downtown Eastside, Forged by Us loudly reiterates that the 
community’s self determination is life saving and affirming. The DTES remains a bright 
cultural hub that spotlights vibrant colours, language and art, a weaving of lives lived 
unapologetically.

Tamami Maitland Trio
Tamami Maitland Trio will be playing a selection of Tamami’s original songs including some 
unreleased new material. Tamami Maitland on vocals/keyboard, Emilio Suarez on Bass and Jonathan 
Fairbank on drums.

Rez Dallas | Universal Rhythm
Dallas was born in Vancouver BC. She is Cowichan First Nation. She became interested in the arts 
early in life. Dallas is now active in her community in the Downtown Eastside Vancouver. Dallas is a 
proud Mother, Grandmother and Great Grandmother. Dallas first studied performance art at Spirit 
Song a Native theatre school. Dallas earned a scholarship and attended Native Earth Theater school 
in Toronto Ontario. Dallas worked with Full cCrcle theatre based in Vancouver. While at Full Circle she 
discovered the En’owken International School of Creative Writing and Fine Arts in Penticton B.C. 
Dallas attended two years and obtained a certificate while at the En’owken, Dallas created a portfolio 
and sent it to Emily Carr. Dallas studied at Emily Carr for four years and received a Bachelor’s 
degree. Dallas received a British Columbia Arts Council grant and a Canada Council for the Arts grant 
for her installation Ceremony, a media based installation which showed at the Gallery Gachet in 2011. 
Dallas is Vancouver based and is excited to be working with Indigenous Women Artists and the 
Downtown Eastside Center for the Arts.

SoyJoy
SoyJoy started off in 2019 as Juniper Lee (they/them)‘s musical and lyrical parallel universe. They are 
a settler of mixed Korean and European descent, living and creating on the territories of the 
Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh peoples (“vancouver, bc”). Writing and recording angsty 
and melancholic songs in their bedroom, the singer-songwriter project has been expanding to have 
further collaborations with other local QTBIPOC musicians and artists.
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Joint Effort
Coming Soon

Randall Bear Barnetson | Skwell Sdzi – Sunshine for the heart
This piece was created in appreciation of the life givers near. For they have the ability to create and 
give life to those around them; to be “Skwell Szdi” – Sunshine to one’s heart. The teachings of my 
Elders have always emphasized respecting and uplifting women in our communities and especially in 
leadership. Women have inherent strength, resilience, and wisdom. For these reasons and more our 
Indigenous communities on the Northwest Coast are matrilineal and appointed traditional leadership 
to women. So we raise our hands in honour to those who exemplify these traits and bring life and light 
to our families and communities.

Michelle Heyoka
A voice birthed by her multifaceted identity as a biracial woman, young mother & artist Michelle 
Heyóka (pronounced hey-oh-kah) embodies the quote “pressure creates diamonds”. Having an 
unconventional upbringing growing up in public housing facing poverty, loss & trauma pushed her to 
want more for herself & dream big. Finding the natural alignment between music & healing Heyóka 
used her voice as a vessel to channel her pain into power. Pulling inspiration from artist’s like Amy 
Winehouse, Etta James, Jessie Reyes & Kiana Lede, Heyóka’s music proves to be a smooth treat for 
listeners as she combines catchy melodies with her soulful raw voice.  Releasing her first body of 
work “For You”, a 5 song E.P on January 2021 quickly launched her into the spotlight getting played 
on radio stations Canada wide. Heyóka’s now focusing all her energy on creating her first album “For 
The Soul” set to be released 2023.

Makeda Martin
Makeda Martin comes from a musical family. Sang in her younger years in a Gospel Group called 
S.O.S singers out of Brantford Ontario. I’m looking forward to sharing some improve, original and 
covers with those in attendance. Joining me will be Ethan Rivas my middle son and special guests 
who I’ll introduce on the day. Luke Huska and a few other local artists have been invited. See you 
soon and blessings to all. We are bringing some jazz, funk, rock and roots.

Seema Mehra | Inclusive : Language Banners 
Seema’s interactive installations involves the participants in the creation of the artwork, offering the 
possibility of free expression and social connection within the public domain. She  invites people to 
use dyes to write on fabric in  figurative speech that is specific to their mother tongue.
This act of writing and sharing is a tangible performative human experience that has touch, 
movement, voice, and facial expressions empowering the writer and reader who translates for a 
particular collective. In this sharing of the  spoken and written language, one shares its unique 
graphics, aural perception and oral histories tethered to its culture. This community endeavour began 
in 2008 a as part of the Local Car free festival events, its an ongoing project that will be part of the 
Vine Art festival platform in August of 2022.

VANDU
VANDU is a group of users and former users who work to improve the lives of people who use drugs 
through user-based peer support and education. VANDU is committed to increasing the capacity of 
people who use drugs to live healthy, productive lives. VANDU is also committed to ensuring that drug 
users have a real voice in their community and in the creation of programs and policies designed to 
serve them. 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FRI AUG 5TH | WE THE MANY
Í7iye̓ls̓hn | Sunset Beach | 6 PM
1204 Beach Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6E 1V3
With ASL Interpretation by Season Hunt, Gillian Pettit and Lily Flanjak

We, The Many highlights 2SLGBTIQIA+ history, existence and art with drag, music and dance. 
Bringing queer joy to public space acknowledges the ongoing resistance to erasure and 
destruction of queer spaces, lives and stories. Join us for a vibrant evening of queer brilliance 
as the sun sets on our glowing bodies.

Abboriginal | Just a drag trying to be a queen
I’m just a prairie kid living in the city making art and friends along the way. Abb ‘Original was created 
during the pandemic and has pushed the boundaries of my art. I’m here to show indigenous art is 
diverse, creative and GAY.

Batty Banks
Batty Banks is giving you life for ya head tops. She is here to give y’all a higher energy performance 
that’ll leave you wanting more. Are y’all ready? Welcome Vancouver’s premier Jamaican Brazilian 
Drag performer, BATTY B BANKS.

Cru Alexander Timi 
Coming Soon

Darius Kian and Leah Katz | “Together In Joy”
This work is about community, depicting a group of people sharing a meal together in solidarity. The 
artists hope to reflect an ideal world but also a tangible reality. A reminder that we are all together and 
we must uplift our friends and share with one another, and always leave a seat at the table for those 
who need it.

DJ Kota
Kota is a trans/2s Kanyen’kehá:ka DJ and event coordinator currently living in so-called Vancouver. 
They’ve been co-producing events and DJing since 2018, with a focus on creating safer night life 
spaces for QTBIPOC event goers. Driven by their passion for music and community, they hope to 
contribute to the production of nightlife events that centres and gives platform to Indigiqueer brilliance 
and joy.
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DJ NEA
Grounded by her Barbadian heritage and influenced by UK underground dance culture, DJ Nea 
brings a unique blend of Caribbean vibes mixing Soca, Dancehall, Afrobeat, House, Hip-Hop/R&B 
and Grime. Teaming up with the Vancouver Pride Society and a collective of local artists and 
entrepreneurs DJ Nea hosts Afroqueer, an annual kickback celebrating black queer love. Nea is also 
the host of GUSH Radio, streaming every 2nd Sunday from the BSideRadio.

Dolly Hardon
Coming Soon

House of Rice
Skim, Jas Minh, Dongganisa and Kara Juku -four members of the House of Rice an all Asian drag 
house in Vancouver will be performing a durational drag performance. They explore the nuances, joys 
and complications of being apart of an Asian drag family as well as celebrate their individual queer 
gender experiences.

Juan Imperial, Reiko Inouye and Joshua Ongcol | “Mother” – Juan Imperial
“Mother” is an exploration of what ancestry and lineage means to queer poc who have strained 
relationships to blood lineage. Mother is a spiritual celebration and honouring of land as ancestor, of 
queer ancestors, and of the sacred role of matriarchy in queer lineage through past and future. 
This piece uses dance, meditation, prayer, offering and energy work to create medicine for the artists, 
the witnesses of this celebration, the land and our ancestors who hold and protect us.

King Fisher – King Fisher Dances
Originally from the traditional territories of the Ktunaxa (tu-na-ha) Nation. King Fisher is the man of 
your dreams. Co-producing a King/Thing Drag brunch at GoodDogsPlantFoods – he’s ready to 
entertain with chaotically funny and moderately sexy dance moves. Vancouver’s bird king is soaring 
into your heart and wallets.

Kwúsen | Slelúlum na ta Skwáyel (Songs from the Sky) 
A live music performance by Kwúsen, a synth pop duo consisting of Kwiigay iiwaans and Kimit 
Sekhon. Kwiigay provides haunting yet beautiful vocals in Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh snichim and X̱aad kíl, while 
Kimit creates deep and dreamy synthesizer lines over a steady beat. Combining technology with the 
teachings of the past, Kwúsen invigorates audiences with newly imagined BIPOC futurist spaces.

Ladan Sahraei
Ladan Sahraei (Pronouns: She, Her) an Iranian-Canadian deaf female film maker. She completed her 
Associate Degree in Physical Education, but later pivoted to studying graphics design before coming 
to Canada in July 2014. She is the first deaf filmmaker in Iran, where she has made several short 
films, as well, two feature documentaries made in Canada. She has received awards and honours for 
her work. Filmmaking is her passion and is an avid supporter of the visual and performing arts, 
painting, and film in disability.

Sandrine
Coming Soon

SEMILLITXS | Plants and Pleasure
semillites’ favorite way to communicate when he was a child was through games! Over the last two 
years, semillites has been developing a new board game “Plants and Pleasure”,  which is inspired by 
mexican snakes and ladders and other mexican board games! With more than 30 illustrations he 
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attempts to share some of his views in joy, soil, poop, transitions, brown skin, care and his love for 
plants. Come and play this new game, along with a handmade domino!

Serisa Fitz-James
Coming Soon
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SAT AUG 6TH | THE BLACK BLOSSOM: STORIES OF 
OUR LEGACY
X̱áywá7esks | Creekside Park | 6 PM
1455 QUEBEC STREET, Vancouver, BC V6A 3Z7
In Partnership with Afro Van Connect

The Black blossom is the symbol of Hope, New Life, and New Beginnings. These things are 
achievable through Honouring our legacy, Discipline, and Sacrifice. These stories depict the 
journey of our hearts. We embrace the challenges and celebrate our Collective 
accomplishments!

Afro Van Connect
Featuring: Dae Shields, Marisa Gold, Natasha Gayle and Janelle Reid

Yoro Noukoussi
Born in North Benin, Africa and chief’s son of the Waama people, this multi-instrumentalist singer-
songwriter learned the art of storytelling and drumming from his family as they traveled the region 
sharing their cultural traditions. Now in Canada, Yoro is in great demand as a performer, having 
mastered the donga (talking drum), kokomba (congas), and djembe. On stage, both solo and with his 
band, he is a dynamic and mesmerizing performer, drawing you into the sights, sounds, and rhythms 
of West Africa.

Fanny Kearse
Storyteller • Poet • Radical • Mental Health Advocate • Truth Seeker • Elevator of Youth • Slayer of 
Mountains •The Dream of a Slave

In an act of courageous rebellion, Fanny walked away from nearly a decade as a social worker and 
headed west to pursue lifelong dreams of being a poet and disrupting the system to be more diverse, 
inclusive and equitable.  Fanny fuses her experience as a social worker and lived experiences as a 
justice seeking human to express her artivism through means of poetry and storytelling. More 
creating, more healing, more JOY! 

Lilex & the Apocalips
This performance is a celebration of existence. A place where things fall apart and decompose, to 
make room for new life and diversity. The songs and sounds are recycled emotions, that travel 
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through love, fear, grief, shame, joy, and anger. This piece is held in relationship, to the land, the plant 
and animal friends, and all the people and spirits that intercept. Thank you for being a part of it.

Prado | PRADO MONROE
Born in Vancouver, Canada on the unceded territory of the Musqueam,  Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh 
First Nations peoples. Of Metis (Ukrainian  and indigenous) decent, her mom hails from the North 
End of Winnipeg – Point Douglas. Meanwhile her father immigrated from Buenaventura,  Colombia to 
Vancouver in the early 90s. Prado Monroe was gifted her first guitar and quickly started self producing 
and releasing music on Soundcloud under the moniker of  “Alienkanye” at a prolific pace. The singer-
songwriter, multi instrumentalist and producer began leading pen to various artists; she  was the 
contagious melodies behind various NY-based male internet  rappers – further unearthing her love 
and disposition to wordplay and pop music, PM learned to lead without fear using her unique sound 
and  no-bullshit delivery. Each cover was shot at “THOTFUL” – A photography, dance and recording 
studio located in Vancouver, British Columbia. The studio is  founded with her sister “Zuleyyma” with a 
shared mission/vision to create  incubator programs for disadvantaged minorities and uplift promising  
LGBTQ2S+ and BIPOC artists in Canada.

Sam Darkoh
A Hip-Hop performance containing original music from Vancouver based Artist Sam Darkoh.

Venus Noirre | Lougarou (lew-ga-roo)
Venus Noirre is a writer and artist whose cultural identity and traumas have led them to share their 
words with the world. With no formal art or writing education, they have published zines, essays and 
poetry on queer identity, sex work and blackness. The continuous genocide of Black, Brown and 
Indigenous bodies in the Americas has forced them re-examine what they share of themselves with 
their audience. Blackness and autonomy as a black woman is at the center of their work and they 
know that it is essential that they continue telling these stories. 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TUE AUG 9TH | OUR BODIES, A SHORELINE
X̱epxp̱áye̓m | Hadden Park | 6 PM
1905 Ogden Avenue Vancouver, BC V6J 1A3
With ASL Interpretation by Season Hunt and Vanessa Coley-Donohue

The cartography of our bodies is a shoreline we determine, an expansive sureness between 
the shifting waters we hug. Our Bodies, A Shoreline grants us permission to see the many 
bodies our community has, moving in all the ways they want to: with joy and resistance. 
 
Alyssa Favero and Jamie Ranney | Rooted in Time
“A whole network of unseen connections under my feet –  endless branching, helping the trees speak 
to each other. I wonder what they think of us here?” 
Jamie Ranney and Alyssa Favero lead a group of dancers in an improvised score to strengthen their 
knowledge of the natural world. The piece acknowledges the interconnected relationships of the land, 
examines the dancers’ place within them, and remembers the ancient forest that was once there.

Ana Bon-Bon
‘Blues Cabaret’ accordionist and chanteuse Ana Bon-Bon will perform original material exploring 
drones and rhythms- using soaring vocals, bellows movement, and instrument accessories- in 
seeking to express a spiritual-sensual musical experience in the element of our summer being.

D Fretter
Poet D Fretter’s mother likes to say he’s had a way with words since before he could talk. He began 
his writing journey at a very young age, coming up with his own lyrics to songs from old vinyl records. 
At age 17, D stole his older sister’s guitar and began writing his own songs. Throughout his music 
career he made a name for himself for his wordplay and lyricism. In 2020 D put down his guitar and 
held onto his pen and discovered some truths that sound more beautiful without a melody. Since 
then, he’s stepped into the poetry scene and reinvented himself as an artist. A self-reflective, deeply 
emotional writer and a charismatic performer D Fretter writes from an optimistic point of view with the 
intention to encourage and empower his audience. 

Erica Masuskapoe
A 2-spirited Nehiyaw (Cree) trickster shapeshifter and a Land Defender who likes to help out around 
the fire. They are currently stationed within various frequencies on the unceded lands of Turtle Island. 
Their pronouns are they/themme but some call themme Unctie. They are a creative influencer, you 
may happen upon their radical art or hear their stories as you wander throughout the city.
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Faune Ybarra and Aakansha Ghosh | Possibilities of belonging: a future that can hold a home.
As temporary residents, uninvited guests, to these lands we are constantly trying to define our role in 
relation to that which sustains and surrounds us. Our performative installation tries to expand on the 
conversation around migration and bonds of solidarity among racialized diasporas. We present the 
assembling and disassembling windows and the folding and unfolding long pieces of paper stamped 
with sign-offs as gestures of time through form and body. The audience is invited to interact with the 
piece after the performance.

Jhoely Triana Flamenco | Arboles (Trees)
Arboles (Trees) is a triptych of solos that revolve around the metaphor of trees to represent how we 
must honour our roots and gather strength from our past to reach new heights so that we can share 
our lived experiences with our community and spread the seeds of empathy and compassion.  The 
project is a personal reflection of changes in our urbanspaces, loss of a loved one and connection to 
ancestral struggles which are topics that many can relate to.

Naomi Grace
Where are your values rooted?  Through story and song, this piece explores liberation as leadership, 
plants as allies and art as medicine while centering feminine ancestors of the African diaspora. This 
performance will debut new musical and visual art works by Naomi Grace, a first-glance and preview 
of her upcoming solo exhibition, “Stewards of Liberation” to be shown at Massy Arts Society in 
November 2022.

Seema Mehra | Inclusive : Language Banners 
Seema’s interactive installations involves the participants in the creation of the artwork, offering the 
possibility of free expression and social connection within the public domain. She  invites people to 
use dyes to write on fabric in  figurative speech that is specific to their mother tongue.
This act of writing and sharing is a tangible performative human experience that has touch, 
movement, voice, and facial expressions empowering the writer and reader who translates for a 
particular collective. In this sharing of the  spoken and written language, one shares its unique 
graphics, aural perception and oral histories tethered to its culture.
This community endeavour began in 2008 a as part of the Local Car free festival events, its an 
ongoing project that will be part of the Vine Art festival platform in August of 2022.

Barangay Project | Catch-22
“Catch-22” is a work-in-progress performance piece directed by Filipina interdisciplinary artist Sophia 
Sosa. This work-in-progress is a comedic satire that confronts the lessons that we were exposed to 
growing up. How does one become prepared to enter society as a young adult? Relationships, 
confidence, aspirations…taxes, capitalism, sexism, patriarchy; Have we been taught everything we 
need to succeed in this world? How has the evolution of society created a predestined future for the 
generations to come? This specific number is performed to the songs “I Wanna Be Evil” by Eartha Kitt 
and Disney’s “Tangled” soundtrack “Mother Knows Best” performed by Donna Murphy. This 
performance is a super fun take on real life lessons utilizing improvisational dance and 
choreographed movements inspired from real life experiences.

Terreane Derrick
Terreane Derrick came into the arts both by accident and design. At an early age, Terreane’s first 
foray into the performing arts was puppetry. Terreane’s interests in the arts expanded first into 
drawing and painting, then into video production. In addition, Terreane is also an accomplished 
emcee, public speaker, facilitator, and has sat on government boards as a special needs / disability 
adviser. Terreane appreciates the medicine of art in its entirety and is currently focused on personal 
governance. 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WED AUG 10TH | PRISONERS JUSTICE DAY
Trout Lake Park | 6 PM
3300 Victoria Drive, Vancouver, BC V5N 4M4
With ASL Interpretation by Season Hunt and Vanessa Coley-Donohue

The Vancouver Prison Justice Day Memorial takes place on Wednesday, August 10th from 6 to 8pm 
beside the Claire Culhane Memorial Bench, SE Corner, Trout Lake Park. This event is being 
organized on the occupied, unceded and ancestral territories of the xʷməθkʷəyə̓m (Musqueam), 
səlí̓lwətaʔɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) and Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh (Squamish) Coast Salish Nations. PJD is organized 
in the spirit of solidarity with all communities impacted by incarceration. For more information or to 
speak, contact pjd@prisonjustice.ca. 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THUR AUG 11TH | OUR BODIES, A SHORELINE
Grandview Park | 6 PM
1657 Charles St Vancouver, BC V5L 2T4
Blind and Low Vision Friendly

Resilient Roots turns six! Highlighting a brand new cohort of Indigenous artists and mentors, 
Resilient Roots brings these new projects to life in Grandview Park, a staple of Urban 
Indigenous communities.

arlo
arlo is a disconnected multidisciplinary sound/performance artist and former organizer who’s main 
body of work exists in the liminal space between the years 2006-2018.  They were forcibly displaced 
from treaty 3 territory in 1993, grew up in Stó:lō territory and have spent the majority of their life on 
xʷməθkʷəyə̓m, Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh and Səlí̓lwəta land, searching for any semblance of home/community. 
Their work is deeply rooted in homesickness, diaspora, love, death and fear. It’s unlikely they will 
continue to make work once this project comes to an end. Miigwetch Vines.

Edzi’u
Step into the lush and heart wrenching sounds of Edzi’u, an innovative sound and performance artist 
who paints stories of the past, present and future with textures, community voices and words, and her 
ethereal voice. Being rich in culture, full of passion and spirit, the power behind their use of sound 
goes deep within the listener, inspiring them to be bold and genuine, while living fully within their 
hearts. Edzi’u has a style and sound like no other, a quiet icon in the landscape of Indigenous music 
on Turtle Island.

Keenan Marchand
Keenan Marchand is a Syilx, Secwépemc and Mixed European multimedia artist, gardener and writer 
currently based in so-called vancouver as an uninvited guest on the traditional, ancestral and stolen 
lands of the xʷməθkʷəyə̓m (Musqueam), skwxwú7mesh (Squamish) & səĺilwətaʔɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) 
peoples. Their visual art work tends to explore Syilx Okanagan culture and spirituality, indigenous 
cultural revival and resistance, imagination, darkness, storytelling, the land, the supernatural and 
identity. Their music explores folk, indie alternative, spoken word genres. They wish to thank Vines 
Festival for having them and especially Edzi’u for their help in helping them grow as an artist. Lim 
limpt slaxts!
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Kitty Guerin
Kitty Guerin is a xʷməθkʷəyə̓m (Musqueam) mixed artist/artist-of-sorts. She works with a broad range 
of material including graphite, coloured pencil and acrylic paint. Her art is used as a form of self 
expression and reflection and she plans to expand her career as an artist by both inspiring and being 
inspired.

mitcholos s. touchie
łapḥspa̓tu̓nakʔi łim̓aqsti: ‘a mind with wings’, mitcholos s. touchie (they/them/theirs) is disabled 
autistic queer and a poet, is yuułuʔiłʔatḥ x nuučaanu̓ɫatḥ x a born indian & maa-nulth treaty (2011), 
and is indigenous; now living in unceded coast salish territorys: xʷməθkʷəyə̓m, sḵwxw̱ú7mesh, and 
səli̓lwətaɁɬ (CKA Vancouver)

No. 1 Special
No. 1 Special is a Wet’suwet’en, 2Spirit musician and songwriter. After working on various music 
projects over the years and being a part of several performing bands, No. 1 Special has decided to 
take their music inward, focusing on creating their own personal sound; personifying high energy 
melancholy, through a vibrant folk/punk sound.

Phoenix Robson
Phoenix is a harm reduction worker, musician, and home cook. They were born on unceded territory 
of the Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations, and spent their formative years on 
Okanagan and K’omoks territories before returning to so called ‘Vancouver’ over a decade ago. 
Phoenix has been organising, playing, and attending events at various DIY venues throughout the 
city since they were 15, and is a former director of the Red Gate Arts Society, and former Co-
Organiser at Music Waste Festival. They are of mixed Danish, Irish, Métis, French, and Scottish 
ancestry.

Randall Bear Barnetson | Skwell Sdzi – Sunshine for the heart
This piece was created in appreciation of the life givers near. For they have the ability to create and 
give life to those around them; to be “Skwell Szdi” – Sunshine to one’s heart. The teachings of my 
Elders have always emphasized respecting and uplifting women in our communities and especially in 
leadership. Women have inherent strength, resilience, and wisdom. For these reasons and more our 
Indigenous communities on the Northwest Coast are matrilineal and appointed traditional leadership 
to women. So we raise our hands in honour to those who exemplify these traits and bring life and light 
to our families and communities.

Shonta Kishiqweb
Coming Soon

TJ Felix
TJ Felix is a Secwepemc two-spirit artist, musician and colonial law breaker from the Splatsin region 
of Secwepemculecw. They are currently couch surfing and missing home on the stolen lands of the 
Squamish, Musqueam, & Tsleil-Waututh peoples. 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FRI AUG 12TH | WHEN WE WERE
X̱í7nam̓ut | New Brighton Park | 6 PM
3201 New Brighton Road, Vancouver, BC V5K 0A1
Blind and Low Vision Friendly

The land contains stories aplenty, histories rich in resistance and proclamations, denying the 
colonial project of erasure and removal. When We Were platforms the stories our bodies 
know, intergenerational legacies and knowledge
 
Amy Amantea | What People Ask a Blind Person (Content Warning: ableism)
Amy Amantea, (she/her), has lived experience of both visible and invisible disability and identifies as 
having a profound sight loss. Seeing her sight loss as a “gift”, Amy has spent many years of her 
career in accessibility focusing on systemic change in the area of arts and culture. As an artist and 
creator, she has focused her work on the relationship to the lived experience of disability and how she 
experiences the world through her unique lens.
Under the artistic umbrella of Realwheels Theatre, Amy has performed in Arun Lakra’s “Sequence” 
(2017), Comedy on Wheels (2016), Wheel Voices Tune In (2021). Amy is also a media and radio 
personality for Accessible Media Inc and produces/hosts one of their original podcast, “Accessing Art 
with Amy”. Working in her capacity as the Community Outreach Coordinator for VocalEye Descriptive 
Arts Society and the Accessibility Coordinator for the Arts Club Theatre Company have furthered 
access for arts lovers that identify with disability in our local

Darius Kian and Leah Katz | “Together In Joy”
This work is about community, depicting a group of people sharing a meal together in solidarity. The 
artists hope to reflect an ideal world but also a tangible reality. A reminder that we are all together and 
we must uplift our friends and share with one another, and always leave a seat at the table for those 
who need it.

Hoodie Browns, Shemedelyne, Tonye Aganaba & Hampton
Coming Soon

KeAloha
Coming Soon
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MagniFuego
Pablo – aka MagniFuego’s range of music experiences started when he was 9 years of age, and 
since then, he has been involved in various musical projects and has been the director of his two 
bands. One of his band projects plays his original songs from his Album called Planting Visions, by 
MagniFuego. MagniFuego-Planting Visions, álbum is on Spotify and all other streaming apps. His 
passion lies in playing a Latin + Rock fusion, and is well versed in percussive, string, and some pre-
Spaniard South American indigenous wind (flutes) instruments.

Makenzie | Injustice and Inequality
The piece focuses on some social injustices, sexual violence, physical violence, and the economic 
and racial inequalities within society.  This is the story of the oppressed, told by the oppressed. 

Mildred Grace German
“In Search of Hope: Kariton, Karton, Cartoon!” is a project of Vancouver-based
Filipino-Canadian multidisciplinary artist Mildred Grace German. In collaboration with Carlos, an avid 
carpenter and craftsman, and Richmond-based artist-group MIRAGER, a kariton (Philippine-style of 
wooden cart) was conceptualized, designed and built. With complicated, entwined, and rich memories 
of ‘home’, ‘migration’, and ‘survival’ with uncertainty and limited means. Adding the notions of karton 
(in English, carton; also famous for Balikbayan Boxes) symbolizes the world economy, the supply 
chain, and the systemic racism in the global labour practices. Plus cartoons (because of the 
comedy and irony of it all).

Morning Star Trickey
Morning Star Trickey is a Vancouver-based vocal artist best known for her powerful and moving solo 
performances with City Soul Choir. Steeped in her southern US civil-rights roots, she embraces music 
as a bridge between cultures and generations. Admiring many genres including folk, soul, r & b and 
gospel, she believes music is a pathway towards  understanding and an expression of love and 
community.

Serisa Fitz-James
Coming Soon  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SAT AUG 13TH | OUR TENDED HARVEST
Trout Lake Park | 1:30 PM
2120 E 19th Ave
With ASL Interpretation by Gillian Pettit and Vanessa Coley-Donohue

Our Tended Harvest attests to our collective work for each other, the garden of our community 
together, time spent in the earth together, working towards a shared table filled with the labour 
of our love. Our continued commitment to making sure our space is shared, we close our 8th 
festival with a proclamation of tomorrow.
 
All Bodies Dance Project | The Rate of Change
The Rate of Change is a sculptural meditation on landscape, community and adaptation performed by 
members of All Bodies Dance Project. The piece highlights slowness as a way to attune to internal 
transformations, changes in shapes, shifts in spatial relationships and the beautiful diversity in the 
ways we each experience time.

Anya Saugstad | Flora Fauna
‘Flora and Fauna’ is a research project, sound performance, and embodiment of plants and animals. 
This site responsive performance work built and performed in the forest, uses environmental research 
and the study of foliage as a tool for choreography. Using wires, mics, and sound equipment, 
attached to the plants in the area, and using their electrical currents, sound is created straight from 
the plants themselves.

The Big Bad Wolf by Valerie Christiansen
The Big Bad Wolf is an immersive promenade that is based on fables and folklore with a twist. 
Rewritten entirely from a different perspective, the audience will find themselves on an action filled 
voyage around Trout Lake. Uncovering who the monster’s are in our own lives. Are we a monster in 
somebody else’s life? The Big Bad Wolf’s style is bold, absurdist, fun, and interactive that plays with 
the genre of speculative future.

Dongganisa | Caddisfly
A drag performance inspired by caddisfly larvae and how they use materials from their environment to 
create protective shells. Using curated music, costume, and choreography, the performance will 
illustrate the connected relationship between ourselves and our environment.
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Emerging Creatives
Coming Soon

Emily Brook | Stranded/Stalemate
This is the story of the worst break ups of my life … with my best friend… while stranded in my apt 
due to a broken down wheelchair.

Eva Ojeda F. | Blooming
like nature: i grow, i shift, i bend, i stretch, i root. i see myself, i accept change. i bloom. 
Blooming is a contortionism dance piece from multidisciplinary artist Eva Ojeda F., which reflects on 
visions of growth and the non-linear process of self-love as a brown woman. Finding the 
resemblances, inspiration and support with nature, this dance intends to show the awakening, the 
challenges, the strength, the rest, the happiness, and even the discomfort that come with loving every 
inch of oneself.

Haleluya Hailu | Haleluya (and her sometimes friends)
A set of original music/song covers/spoken word matching the themes of growing up, heartbreak and 
forgiveness.

Hasnaa Fatehi | Return
This work is rooted in basic movement and materials (e.g. paper, ink, charcoal), where a contrast is 
drawn between the quiet immigrant struggle and the collective loud indignation following the 
COVID-19 pandemic restrictions. Pandemic survivors and immigrants now ironically share a common 
experience of regulated bodies and movement, missed family gatherings and celebrations, lost 
chances to say a final goodbye and the overall violence of wait. 

Janelle Reid
Janelle Reid is a singer, actor, song writer and mover. She has a Bfa double major in music 
composition and theatre and has a second bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education. She enjoys 
singing in a variety of genres and collaborating with other vocal artists. She is always excited to take 
the opportunities given to share her passion of singing as a means to bring people together.

Kung Jaadee
Kung Jaadee (Roberta Kennedy) is a professional storyteller, educator and published author 
belonging to the X̱aayda (Haida),  xʷməθkʷəyə̓m (Musqueam) and Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh (Squamish) First 
Nations. Her Haida name, Kung Jaadee, means ‘Moon Woman’ and was presented to her at her 
great uncle’s memorial feast by her cousin Crystal Robinson. Over the past 28 years, Kung Jaadee 
has performed traditional Haida legends, while also sharing vivid personal stories about her clan’s 
survival of the smallpox epidemic, and  the history and culture of her people. She has performed at 
hundreds of festivals, schools and Aboriginal celebrations across Canada. She is the author of  the 
popular children’s books, Raven’s Feast and Gifts from Raven (selected as a Local BC Book to 
Read), as well as curriculum textbooks, Haida Nation: Indigenous Communities in Canada and We 
Are Home. Her stories have also been published in several anthologies, magazines and online 
publications. Most recently, Kung Jaadee worked as the Vancouver Public Library’s Indigenous 
Storyteller in Residence.

Ladan Sahraei
Ladan Sahraei (Pronouns: She, Her) an Iranian-Canadian deaf female film maker. She completed her 
Associate Degree in Physical Education, but later pivoted to studying graphics design before coming 
to Canada in July 2014. She is the first deaf filmmaker in Iran, where she has made several short 
films, as well, two feature documentaries made in Canada. She has received awards and honours for 
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her work. Filmmaking is her passion and is an avid supporter of the visual and performing arts, 
painting, and film in disability.

Laurel Scott | Plastic Bag Creature
Using the plastic bags from a few family and friends’ households, the Plastic Bag Creature was made. 
Through stitching and sewing, the creature grew over the course of a year until it could completely 
envelope the artist’s body. The Creature now lives the life of a drifter, wandering endlessly in search 
of a place it can call home. 

Mildred Grace German
“In Search of Hope: Kariton, Karton, Cartoon!” is a project of Vancouver-based
Filipino-Canadian multidisciplinary artist Mildred Grace German. In collaboration with Carlos, an avid 
carpenter and craftsman, and Richmond-based artist-group MIRAGER, a kariton (Philippine-style of 
wooden cart) was conceptualized, designed and built. With complicated, entwined, and rich memories 
of ‘home’, ‘migration’, and ‘survival’ with uncertainty and limited means. Adding the notions of karton 
(in English, carton; also famous for Balikbayan Boxes) symbolizes the world economy, the supply 
chain, and the systemic racism in the global labour practices. Plus cartoons (because of the 
comedy and irony of it all).

Randall Barnetson
This piece was created in appreciation of the life givers near. For they have the ability to create and 
give life to those around them; to be “Skwell Szdi” – Sunshine to one’s heart. The teachings of my 
Elders have always emphasized respecting and uplifting women in our communities and especially in 
leadership. Women have inherent strength, resilience, and wisdom. For these reasons and more our 
Indigenous communities on the Northwest Coast are matrilineal and appointed traditional leadership 
to women. So we raise our hands in honour to those who exemplify these traits and bring life and light 
to our families and communities.

Sam Chimes Productions | Live looped Jazzy Hip Hop Music
We create instrumentals using a looper, synth, voice, and saxophone. We perform over these created 
tracks.

Sarah Wong and Ileanna Cheladyn | Rock Garden
Rock Garden is an interactive installation featuring hand-crafted cushions inspired by the movements 
of shapeshifting within the life cycle of rocks. The work seeks to honour rocks as teachers for 
surrendering to transformation and to bring light to the relationship between resistance, rest and 
renewal. Through the integration of choreography and textile design, our rock garden aims to be a 
soft place to land that reminds audience members to slow down, release, and tend to their embodied 
needs.

Seema Mehra | Inclusive : Language Banners 
Seema’s interactive installations involves the participants in the creation of the artwork, offering the 
possibility of free expression and social connection within the public domain. She  invites people to 
use dyes to write on fabric in  figurative speech that is specific to their mother tongue.
This act of writing and sharing is a tangible performative human experience that has touch, 
movement, voice, and facial expressions empowering the writer and reader who translates for a 
particular collective. In this sharing of the  spoken and written language, one shares its unique 
graphics, aural perception and oral histories tethered to its culture.
This community endeavour began in 2008 a as part of the Local Car free festival events, its an 
ongoing project that will be part of the Vine Art festival platform in August of 2022.
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SEMILLITXS | Playing with flowers
semillites’ favorite way to communicate when he was a child was through games! Over the last two 
years, semillites has been developing a new board game “Plants and Pleasure”,  which is inspired by 
mexican snakes and ladders and other mexican board games! With more than 30 illustrations he 
attempts to share some of his views in joy, soil, poop, transitions, brown skin, care and his love for 
plants. Come and play this new game, along with a handmade domino!

Shion Skye Carter + Kisyuu | Flow Tide
Flow Tide is a performance that expresses the intrinsic relationship between movement and 
Japanese calligraphy. Writing ‘kanji’ using larger-than-life calligraphy brushes, Shion and Kisyuu’s 
movements are influenced by the tools they use and the surrounding natural environment. Shion 
embodies the sensation of flowing ink, while Kisyuu’s dance takes place through her brush. Each 
brushstroke is a call and response, an abstract conversation representing the artists’ connections to 
their Japanese roots, to their art forms, and to one another.
Creation/performance: Shion Skye Carter, Kisyuu
Music: Stefan Nazarevich

Shonta Kishiqweb
Coming Soon

Ancestral Teachings with Siobhan | Birthing A Baby Revolutionary
An interweaving of an Ancestral creation tale and parallels of youthful remembrances of family 
activism and social justice intersecting with resisting drinking the Colonial cool-aid of conformity.

Terrance Littletent
Coming Soon

Theo Francon
Coming Soon
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LAKE OF DREAMS
Lake of Dreams  is a series of eight elders stories curated by Nlaka’pamux Elder Mechelle Pierre. 
Inspired by Mechelle’s dream of healing and renewal guided by her Late Uncle Willie and the magic 
of the late Woody Morrison’s stories. Each story captures the strength, power and goodness of our 
elders’ journeys. Visually re-interpreted by Indigenous graphic designers to be shared at an 
installation in Grandview Park. We are honoured to share a taste of these artists, healers, advocates, 
warriors, and leaders stories with you.

Curation and Direction: Mechelle Pierre  
Producer: Heather Lamoureux 

Director of Photography: Soloman Chiniquay 
Videography Support: J / Faye Anderson  

Editor: Keanu Twoyoungmen and Soloman Chiniquay 
Music: Edzi’u  

Closed Captions: Marcelo Ponce  
Graphic Design: Thi Pierre
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Arthur Bolton
Arthur Bolton is Tsimshian from Terrace. B. C. Born in Prince Rupert with 
seven siblings. Art is a survivor of Port. Alberni Indian Residential 
School. Later he worked at a lumber mill in Port Alberni and as a welder 
at BC ferries. Later heI worked at Muckamuck Restaurant and later 
Quilicum Restaurant in Vancouver which sold Indigenous cuisine. Art 
has taught Native Art in schools and continues to do that. He also 
makes jewelry and carves. Many of Arts carvings can be found 
throughout Vancouver Elementary schools.

Visual Response by Valen Onstine

Brenda Faith Wesley
Born in Prince Rupert BC, September 5, 1940. My Ye’eh (grandfather) 
caught me on a Hudson Bay blanket on the front porch of the Prince 
George Hospital. Being raised traditionally Gitxsan, we spoke mostly 
Gitxsane ku in our home. Consequently when “shipped” to Lejac Indian 
Residential School for speaking our language, I was shoved under ice-
cold full blast water! I graduated from grade 12 at Booth Memorial High 
School, Prince Rupert BC, with scholarship from Registered Nurses 
Association. Now I know my greatest achievement is raising my two 
sons and one daughter. I have consistently worked with Aboriginal 
Organizations: Vancouver Resources Board associated with BC 
Association of non-status Indians; District Vice-President of Indian 
Homemakers Association; House Coordinator of Helping Spirit Lodge; 
Healing Our Spirit – agency for people living with AIDs. Here, I am 
saving the best for last – WISH counsellor /Elder for aboriginals in sex-
trade in Downtown Eastside of Vancouver, BC. For 16 months, I taught 
hand-sewing of First Nations regalia to our wonderful moms, 
grandmoms and  aunties. Finally, I have 3 biological children, 3 adopted 
sons and will adopt 2 daughters. I have 5 grandsons, (2 deceased), 3 
grand daughters, 5 great grand daughters and 3 great grand sons.
I am honoured, to be Gitxsan, traditionally groomed to be Sigidim hanak (matriarch), inherited from 
my mother, Xsim Gemk, of the House of Hakbagwootku of the Gitxsan Nation. My other title is 
Hiswiildoiget, the woman warrior chief in the House of Hakbagkweekku.

Visual Response by kwiigay iwaans  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Joyce Fossella
Joyce Fossella is from the Lil’wat nation in British Columbia, Canada. 
Joyce has worked in the Aboriginal community for over twenty-five years 
in health, wellness, employment and education fields.
She is the Executive Director at Warriors Against Violence Society 
where she has worked for over twenty years providing programs that 
address the issue of violence within the community.

Visual Response by Kwiis Hamilton

Lois Rullin
Siid Quns, Lois Rullin is a Haida Elder and a member of the 
Yaghulaanas/Yagujaanas Raven Clan from Old Masset. She currently 
serves as a STAR (Strength Through Aboriginal Relations) Elder with 
the Ministry of Children and Families in Surrey, BC. She works tirelessly 
to connect aboriginal children in care with their families and 
communities. She is a social activist, fighting for protection of the lands 
and waters. Lois has supported many First Nations in protecting their 
rights and title. She participated in the March for Murdered and Missing 
Women for over 25 years. She had served on her tribal council, the 
Council of the Haida Nation, for over 30 years. She has also served on 
past boards such as Vancouver Native Health, Ending Violence, First 
Peoples’ Cultural Council and Lu’ma Housing. Lois believes in having a 
strong mind and strong spirit which has carried her through her tough 
times.

Visual Response by Sunkosi Galay-Tamang
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Mabel Nipshank
Mabel Nipshank is Metis of Cree decant. Originally from Fishing Lake 
Alberta, born and raised.  Lived on the coast for over 50 years making it 
her home. Mabel is an activist of many years and a front line worker in 
DTES.  She is a mother of 3 sons and 3 daughters,  grandmother of 7 
great grandmother of 2.

Visual Response by TJ Felix

Marjorie White
Marjorie White’s wisdom reaches far beyond the Huu-ay-aht First 
Nation. For more than 50 years, she has been a tireless advocate for 
positive change in the lives of Indigenous people. She was instrumental 
in creating a support network for individuals migrating to Canada’s urban 
centres, which evolved into a national Friendship Centres movement 
that now serves thousands of Canadians. She has devoted her energy 
and creativity to various regional and national organizations, and was a 
founder of the Circle of Eagles Lodge, a culturally relevant halfway 
home for clients transitioning from the correctional system.

Visual Response by Emily Pearson
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Rosemary Georgeson
Rosemary’s passion is in bringing youth, elders and ancestors 
together through storytelling and cross-cultural connections.  A 
Coast Salish and Sahtu Dene storyteller, playwright and filmmaker, 
her stories are deeply rooted in her family’s long history on Galiano 
Island.  Georgeson has been recognized for her collaboration and 
sharing of stories with the award-winning play and CBC radio 
documentary Women in Fish, and her continued involvement as 
storyteller and writing group organizer for women in Vancouver’ 
Downtown Eastside.  Rosemary has been Storyteller in Residence 
at the Vancouver Public Library (2014), and facilitator for the From 
Where We Speak project and A Community Remembers, working 
with 1st Nations youth on and off reserve to create and perform their 
own stories.  
Born and raised in the commercial fishing industry, and with a 
background in the culinary arts, she has worked as a collaborating 
artist, storyteller and community liaison for Vancouver Moving 
Theater and urban ink productions.  Rosemary co-wrote We’re All In 
this Together and Storyweaving.

Visual Response by jaz whitford

Seis^^lom
Elder Seis^^lom is from the Lil^^wat Nation.Revered in the BC 
Indigenous community, he grew up learning traditions and customs of 
his people and was very fortunate to retain his ability to speak his 
traditional language fluently. He has worked at Lu’ma Medical Center as 
Elder in Residence, Vancouver Coastal Health On-call to provide 
Spiritual Services for patients and Families at all hospitals 
Seis^^lom helped to introduce Traditional Indian Medicine and Sacred 
Spiritual Ceremonies To the Prison System in 1984 and has volunteered 
in the development of several Aboriginal Organizations.

Visual Response by Keenan Marchand 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